
flcKnew's.
-:r:c,1-% i l Q al i

CL:ARING SALE OF

Coats & Capes
AtGenuine
Bargain
Prices.

Thse who receive
in ney for Chita.

:' id e Itter
th a tys in in a nice
ela~ig ,tut all this

an. t s ibil-
-en's Itfoa and C.pe
t4 at genine tar.

ga n ie.
The emrt,r-ee the

swelet .ffc t in

Che t. .teltn,. K..-ey
44- Tt of 20 ey ie iratle. Ctns left

fr-m 1:, , S n w rth $..54. $a -1
5l1.* $1A5. $2. $25 and $7a--now selling
at

$3, S5, $7.50 and $90.

Wm.H.McKnew,933 Pa.Av.

Furnfiture.
Below Costo

Half original cost busys any of the Offlce

F-ilurue we tIught trum the old Post

Offlee Departm-nt. This Is an opportunity
congressmen and others fitng up oflces9
have been looking forT tle quichi I

U , Onthewrngi Baum's,"",e"v912 Pa.Av

Late buyers can purchase
from us till 12 o'clock to-
night.
Our stock is not depleted. We

have no broken nor handled goods
to get rid of.
We have just received a

large assortment of red
banquet globes.

Suggestions.
Decorated Night Lamps, Metal

Vases and Pitchers, Bronze Busts
and Figures, 5 O'clock Tea Stands,
Outfits of Oil. Water or China Col-
ors, Boxes of Paints, Painting Books
and Colored Crayons for the chil-
dren.
You Know The Place,

RYNEAL'S OLD 5TAND,
418 7th St. N.W.

Ge!o. F. rGuth & Co.,
d-21 13t 4 a siors.

Postal Tesegraph-Cable Co.
Special

rnessenger Service for the
Hol'.idays.

Pa .. nlotes. etc., promItly delivered.
T,!d!- f tel'graph and messenger rates upon ap-

lati tile-- 1345 Pa. ave. 'Phone 458.
Bra h-i..-a t2 Pa. are.; Gtb and B; Sth and F;

CiTy V. 40.; Mouse C.rridor and iSe.nate Post
-:L.; U. S. Capito; Walward & Lothrop's;
15th anal Vt. ave.. King's Pharmacy; 1608 14th.
R1estorg's Prarmacy; 15th and U, Portner
Phtaamey; 14th and Wellingto.n. Epply's; 22d
at P. Iluddl-n's Piarmnacy; N. & W.
rVII-eS, fot (If 7th; Raleigh, National. Ebblitt,
riags. W-ellingtn. G.rdon, Naormnantdle and
IT'.nt HtTels; 3207 -M at.. De Malne's Paint

Sn re. Ge.rgetwn; all Government Dlepart-
ments. de2o-42tf

COAL iS
TOO HRGH

-nee C-oke instead In the kitchen rangw
and thereb-y cut your fuel bill dowu.
', ke pos-see advantages ovwer Coal.
It, bWrns -uire freely-leaves no clinkers-k cle..r.

40 bu. Coke, uncrushed.$2.90
:40 bu. Coke, crushed. .. $3-5

4Washington GaslightCo.,1
413 Tenth St.

,kd2l 21d

TKM MTKYN
1329 G St. ' .W.

N. T;rt h l- amplete without the sham-
paint. al...tlwr :aaauch oad to. he dheriaod

ine-ea ag t.ndthli anhiig. the fuil resultsan' rt ..can.d teert the bety in subaje'eed to the*la '"-d..'ae..r....As "-it a't'rmpt t.o runl a
lauary w hot any fue-li'iie fererubbing clothes.
Llae 4 ta m 4o pin. F days till 8 p~m..S--trc. Icths' for Iadies. Gents-T am. til 12 at

~illi_________no7-3mn.20

Chi~:ren'1sISrS
Chalrs,$149

TI dtiaste~lte oar low pei>-n oan Fuenl-Ia r- it, we.frr Ch!de'n's 'ltrrisC t r up!,. a erni in. aelour, for $1.49--
a recoard-rir priee-.-.Bur-h.art's Son,1837thi St. *h -e e

Genuinre Todd's~

Finest ini the 'world. All sizes.

John I. Magruder,
FENEST GROCER!IES. WiNES. L'rc,
Cor. Conn. Ave. and Ml St.

de22-f ,w,28S

ART CH~iINA.
SIW1S of Artitcally Palnted'Cia
iu dainty bie-a-brae or elaborate

sets are the aeme. of good taste.

SHElIRRATT'S
NEW STORE, 6o8 13th St.

PIANOS AND ORGANS.
.EXPERT PIAN0 Tt'NING AND REPAIRINGl

Fine Upright Piano from $144 and up. Orders
prmptly attenfled io: Established 1872. G. H.
KIlN. reidene, Brightwood, D. C. de25-Im

WE DESIRE
TO THANK

OUR FRIENDS
AND THE
GENERAL
PUBLIC
FOR THE

MOST PROS-
PEROUS YEAR

IN OUR
BUSINESS
HISTORY,
AND TO

WISH THEM
ALL A
MOST

Happy Xmas.

Sanders&Stayman
The Leading Piano, Organ
and Anusic House in the
National Capital,

1327 F Street Northwest,
PERCY S. FOSTER, Manager.
It BALTIMORE .TORE 15 N. CHARLES ST.

WILL S.CIttFICE MY HANDSOME UPRIGHT
plan". but little r d, to quick buyer. Call at
I(=2 14th at . frontoa4sm. to2 p.m. e19-6t-

Open Evenings.
The Stieff Piano

HAS STOOD THE TENT FOR

57 Years.
It Is acknowedg-d by the Mical Public as bay.

lng io supertor. Its tone I. full, rich and lasting.
Style. and rabinet work cannot be excelled.

kold at Factory Prices.
Old Pianos taken In trade.
Our erur -.re e-isy.

StieffPiano FactoryBranch
521 11TIH STREET NoW.

J. C. OONLIFF, MANAGER.
de22-28t1

ELLIS MUSIC STORE,
Oldest ir. the City.

CHICKERING,
HALLET-DAVIS,
MARSHALL & WENDELL

And other reliable PIANOS
FOR SALE OR RENT

At REASONABLE PRICES.
Tuning, Repairing, Moving and

Packing.
John F. Ellis & Co.,

Telephone, 1218. 937 Penna. Ave.
de2G-tf

Human
Hands
Produce nothing in the line of
pianofortes better than the old-
time-tried HAZELTON. None
but experienced old artisans are

employed in making them-and
they make them by hand. Like a
Cremona violin, a HAZELTON
PIANO is too good for the aver-
age buyer.
ARE YOU CRITICAL? DO

YOU WANT AN ARTISTIC
PIANO? Then you must see a
HAZELTON.

Pfeiffer's PianoWarerooms
929 F Street.

del8-40tf

Haflet & Davis
Upright Piano,
ONLY $275.
Original price, $350.
Sold on easy terms.

WORCH'S, 923 F.
Latest Hits, 15c. and 19c.

PIANOS MOVED, $2.
delS-20d

Meet Me at Droop's,
925 Pefina. Ave.

EtHL PAUR,
Former conductor of the- Boston
Symphony Orchestra and now lead-
ing the New York Philharmonic Or-
chestra, writes as follows regardingthe

MASON &
HIAMLIN
PIANOS:

I congratulate you on manufac-
turing so fine a piano; it is unsur-
passetd so far as I know, its tone be-
ing sympathetic and remarkably full,
while its action responds to any de-
mandl madle upon it.

(Signed) EMIL PAUR.
We delight iln showing the Mason

& Hamlin Upright, and particularly
the Baby Grand, to all persons ap-
precIatmng an absolutely artistic
piano. ______

Droop's Music House,
925 Pennsylvania Avenue.

1ar ts Piano. Organ and MusIe Hons. South.

At

KNABR'S
PRI TillBdmt what ouwant InANGRAND

prisingly low dgces an-1 fsasnable terms.
PlANOS FOR RENT. TUNING AND MOVING.

Win. Knabe & Co.,
1422 Pa. Ave. N. W.,

WASHINGTON. D. 0.

The
Steinway

Droop's flusic House,
45ltt 925 Pengennila Avenu.

Dr 8Ieg~Artnatua SIttera, th hnest appe-'lar: Imuprartd froms South Amierles.
The body of the Duke of Westminstercremated at WokIng cemetery, En1g-
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IN THE FAR NORTHWEST.

results followed. Either the drift was
broken or the "buceker" crumpled up like a
toy of cardboard. The fate of the crew of
several men depended upon what Artemus
Ward called "their nat'ral born luck."
Stories are still told of the catastrophes

occurring during one hard winter many
years ago; of how in one Instance a "buck-
er." three engines and fourteen men were
burled in a mass of snow for ninety hours,
and that when the rescuing party finally
reached them the Imprisoned men were in-
eased at their posts like the baker of
Pompeii.
Today there are no such harrowing trag-

edies. The invention of the rotary plow
has made the clearing away of spow ob-
structions a comparativt iy easy task.

What a Rotary Plow to Like.
In appearance the rotary plow Is like a

huge box car, strengthened with heavy
Iron girders and plates. The front end Is
square and open, and within can be seen a
great steel-winged wheel, somewhat simi-
lar to the ordinary windmill The edges
of the opening slope Inward and are strong-
ly reinforced with Iran. The "auger" or
wheel revolves upon an axle, and as the
Plow Is forced against the drift the snow
is eaten away and blown through funnels
pitched at an angle abovethe machine.

It is seldom that more than two engines
are required to push the rotary, as it
works by cutting Instead of brute force like
the old-time "bucker." Railroad men are
great admirers of the new order of ma-
chine. and they never fail to praise its
efficiency.
"Before our people bought onwe used to

count on at least a dozen lives each win-
ter," said a division superintendent of a
western road, In speaking of the subJect.
"We lost eight in one smash-up the season
before the first rotary came on the road.
Since then we haven't had a man killed in
that parteular line of work.
"And they cost the company less, too,"

he added. "Of course the first price Is
large, something like w10,i, I believe, but
that amount Is made up In no time, you
might say. Nowit takes only a couple of
engine to each plow, where it used to re-
quire at leat seven. In those days the coal
and salariesn not tovrlention the wear and
tear on the engines, meant a great deal."
The new rotary plows are also reputed to

have been the means of saving lives in
quite nother way. Sine their introue-
tion on the mountain railways, especially
in the west, there are innumerable cases
where snowbound lains and even snow-
bound villages a dzen saved from actual
starvation by the efficiency of the rotary
plows.

tStory of a Great Snow hank.
During the winter of 1d7-9, which was

particularly levere, a gang of track clean-
ers which had been sent out to bank the
snow near H"tor, a station on the Can-
adian Pacific railway, became hemme In
by two enormous slides. The great masses
of snow on the mountain peaks nearby de-
scended with terrwc force, completely
blocking all estress from the Cut in which
the unfortunate men were working.
A track walker ho had seen the acc-

dent carrie informationto the nearest sta-
tion, and a rotarybapk by a number of
shovelers was soon on the scene. It re-
quired thirty houra of continuous work to
clear the cuts even with the means at hand.
Without the ad of the powerful rotary the
task Would have taken at least five days,
and the gang of sixty men would have per-
ished with the extreme cold.
On what is known as the mountain divis-

Ion of the Canadian Pacific ranlway the
average annual Fnowfall is 41.7 fee-t. This
mDsurement does not mean drifts or filled
uts, ult snow on the level, as the rainfan-

is computel by the national weather bu-
reau.
IDuring the season-that Is, from abhout

October 15 unti riAl 1-The snow plows
make two trps daily. The two hundred
and odd miles of the division are divided
into f wursetions, with a rotary and a
"bucker" to each section. This system,
together with the ad afforded by gangs of
track men and shovelers, serves to keep
the road comparatively clear.

Great Snowaidea.
The ordinary fall of snow and even the

banking and drifting are of small import-
ance, howevet, to the terrifl slides whch
occur from time to time. It is these phe-
nomena whih send a thrill over the en-
tire line an cause as much interest and

]]-] ]

ecitement dotes gntamanaeris offilled
is cntate b the ctionas wfther bu-lty

Ocobert1ainilrodar bu1torthenwpowst
ad odmies thenksofnsome onvident
stream.r Tincesitte a rotar and au
togethradbedth itd afforded byagsofin
nura blen aont ishveeas.evsoke

The alordiarctnusfallof snow revngth
banuing ane dpritinaf-rea omalle Ipote
alnc hoummitoandhe tefeaslies.hnc
occur afrogtimeieze fro is ptheselare

trmacsa the( foo ofd thrillontatin. n
in thne maj>rt'ftu asemthe inteesdandg

exiteamnt :nthlenrl managtter'sw ofe
asger'thasof the CanainbsfthPaciy.h
pacetain adilsoasar bit for the most
bstrem This etlar'tation a logadnud
hue redairecthop ad th ses of in-l
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The almtntinwentyalomnowe pastin.
teeratemntrkignea the urnreahe
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atie ahetrongdsbeyfromod prteingufor

aaewseonshen ise ofutempatwnedn
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A SNOW CUT AND SNOW SHElD

BATTLING WITH SNOW
Herculean Task That Confronts West-

ern Railroads.

WHAT THE ROTARY PLOW UAS DONE
Lessens the Work and Danger in

Keeping Tracks Clear.

MANY NARROW ESCAPES

Written for The Evening Star.
Thirty-two miles of snowshed, at a cost

of $101.1.440. represents the price one
transcontinental railway had to pay be-
fore it could run its trains over the Rocky
mountain division of its road. That was
merely the first cost; since that outlay fully
$1.000.0(00 has been spent annually in keep-
ing the sheds in repair and the exposed
tracks free from snow.

The various roads crossing the Rockies
have their seasons of play and their sea-
sons of work During the summer months,
when even in the higher passes the sun and
warm winds serve to keep the permanent
way clear and free. there Is little to do
save the ordinary run of repairs and recon-
struction. but along about the first of Oc-
tober all this is changed.
Little flurries of snow on the level and a

gradual but continuous spreading of white
on the tops In the upper crevices of the
mountains give warning that the hard. des-
perate battles of the winter months are at
hand. The superintendent takes a trip
over the road with his assistants, and a
careful Inspection of the sheds andI tunnels
is made. In divisional headquarters the
rotarles and the old-tIme "buckers" areoverhauled and prepared for use, and as
the middle of the month approaches the
watchmen who patrol the tracks are dou-
bled.
There is no mistaking the signs. Even a

novice can see that something important
is pending. In the divisionfl shops, in the
offices and even at the smaller stations
along the line there are evidences that the
Iericd of work is soon to supersede the ease
of the summer days.

Stock of Food Laid In.
In the various baggage cars are placed

great wooden safes packed with condensed
foods. Beef in the form of extracts, canned
soups, con'liments anil hard bread, enough
to feed 14w) persons for ten days. are carg-
fully deposits] In these moving storehouses,
and from then until the coming of spring
they are inspected and overhauled once
each week by men detailed for the purpose.
At the isolated stations and guarded sid-

Ings reserve supplies of provisions, coal.
wood and water are TAi] in. Then finally
arrives the da- when everything is reported
in readiness for the descent of winter.
The first call for the fighting contingent

of the vast railway army is always at-
tended by scenes of excitement. Lowering
skies and chilil winds have foretold the fall
of snow, and when the varlous crews arise
some morning they find the earth covered
with a mantle of white.

It is then the work gang boss overhauls
his men and -sees that each unit in the
force is provided with the necessary shovel
and spade. It is then. too, that the crew
of each snow plow and each reserve en-
gine go over for the last time the various
bits of machinery and the divers couplings
upon which their lives are soon to de-
pend.
Within twelve hours. If the fall is contin-

uous, the plows go out. Each is accompa-
nied by a gang of shovelers, and a straight
drive is made for those passes and cuts
where experience has foretold the greatest
depth. If the snow is moist and flaky, quick
work is made of the banks, but If cold
weather has really set In and the snow has

A ROTARY

been frozen into rounded granules, the
proposition is entirely difr'erent.

Differences of Soft Snow.
In the first case rho damp masses remain

where they hay'e been thrown by the plow,
but undter the latter conditions it is impos-
sible without the most strenuous efforts to
keep the glistening, frozen pellets from
sliding hack on to the tracks. Cases have
been known when a comparatively light
fall of snow has blocked a mountain track
for forty-eight hours.
In the old days when the rotaries were

weapons of the future and the snow had
to be literally "bucked" by main force from
the tracks, casualties were numerous. The
type of plow used was a home-made af-
fair-a product of the railway shops. It
consisted of a reinforced and strongly
braced box car as a base, upon one end of
which was built an iron-tippel plow-shaped
something like a lofty cow-catcher. Near
the top the sides were so arranged that
the snow masses were directed into the air
at an angle.
When a particularly heavy and tightly

packed drift was to be tackled it was the
custom to place one of these crude affairs
in front of from six to ten engines and
charge the drift with a flying start of a
mile or two. If the drift consisted of gran-
ulated snow, frozen into separate particles.
the enormous mass of Iron went through it
like a heated knife through butter, In the
wake of the plow came an army of shovel-
ers. whose duty it was to bank the scat-
tered masses far enough from the track to
prevent them sliding back. This was diff..
cult enough and victory came only after
herculean labor.
Sometimes it happened that the drift in

the cut was composed of damp snow and
had had time to settle and become packed.Then the perils of snow buoking Decameperils in truth.
The "bucker," with its powerful motive

force of seven or eight locomotives, washured boadlyat e da-rf --aon f w

day's before the wrechage was finally clear-
ed away. Effects of the terrible slide are
still visible at the pass.
Two Chinamen in a Snow Bank.

During the work of rescue the men came
upon a box car which had been thrown
bottom side up against a clump of firs. As
the party labored In the expectation of sav-
ing some of the missing, they suddenly
heard a voice chanting dolefully. The
words were strange, but there was no mis-
taking the pathos or meaning of the dirge.
It was a song of death.
Eager hands soon exposed the interior.

In the bottom, entangled with a jumble of
dishes, broken furniture, cooking utensils,
etc.. were two Chinamen. They were al-
most hidden from view in the debris, but
their voices were still strong-a fact very
encouraging to the rescuers,
The car, which had been utilized as the

kitchen of a work train, was invaded and
the victims lifted to a place of safety. It
was observed at once, however, that the
terrible experience had temporarily de-
prived them of reason. Although every
effort was made to convince the Chiuamen
of their change conditions, it was not un-
til a week had passed that they recovered
sufficiently to tell- their story. It consisted
of these tersely uttered words:
"Us slide down like hellee!''
One of the curious features of winter ne-

cessities on mottutain roads in the west isthe fitng of the tunnels and some of thesheds with tightly closing doors. When thetunnels were first built it was found thaticicles formed in the roofs. sometimes solarge that they actually endangered thetrainmen in the engine cabs. The providingof doos, which were closed after eachpassing train, served to retain the steamfrom the engine, thus partially heating thetunnels.

SOME NATIVES OF PERU

Distanoe Certainly Lends Enchatment to
the Condor,

Wara-Kay-Kay, the Night Bird, and

His Plaintive Cry-Many Snakes
and Lizards.

Talara, Peru. Correspondence New York Post.
First of all the birds of Peru comes the

condor, a sober, staid-looking individual,
with a black coat, white collar and a
shaven crown, for all the world as if he had
taken holy orders. He has also a touch
of white on his wings-cuffs one might call
them. The females are distinctly black
nyns, without a touch of color, though
there is a little white on their wings.
Hideous brutes they are to look at near
to, and if you manage to shoot one, you
will find him swarming with the most
loathsome parasites; but they are a grand
sight up against the sky, sailing swiftly on
their great twenty-foot spread of wing,
or hovering for hours as motionless as if
they were painted against the blue.
The buzzards or vultures are the most

awkward creatures that ever walked the
earth, but, like the condors, grace itself
while on the wing. Their coloring is
much the same, too, black and white, but
the males have bald red heads, somethinglike a turkey-cock's.
These two birds are the scavengers, and

if an animal dies on the tablaya, or some
great fish's carcass is washed ashore, they
scent it in half an hour, and gather to the
beach in hundreds. They gorge and gorge
for hours, plunging their featherless heads
and powerful neeks deep into the body to
get at the softer parts. until they are so
stuffed they cannot move.
In the Quebradas, where there is water-

the oases of our Sahara-beautiful fantastic
valleys with steep sides fretted by the
rains, and with miniature forests of thorn
trees and here and there a flower, we find
an immense variety of bird life, thoughanimals are few. There are foxes and the
like, an antelope now and then, and very
rarely a tiger -n a small scale-more like a
wildcat than a Btengal man-eater. But the
birds are beautiful; richly colored hawks,
black and yelow, with a crown of feath-
ers that falls down about the neck like ariamascened helmet with chains of gold;
pigeon hawks in mottled black and gray,brightening into silver on the wings, and
smaller ones still, with brave-look:ng littlie
heads and deitcately curving wings. I have
seen one of them swoop like an.arrow. and
then fly up into the air with a great lizard,
almost twice its size, struggling in its tal-
ions. while the hawk sounded its short,shrill whistle like an Indian's cry of tri-
umph.
There are wild loves clad in purple that

fill the shadowy tree clumps with a plain-tive melancholy cooing. There are singingbirds, too, some of them with exquisite
notes. The negrita is an active chap. with
a long tail and shiny black coat; the sono,the least attractively colored of all, grayin somber shadles, is the sweetest singer.Then come a lot, all golden brown, anti col-
ors that flash in the light, and one little
fellow almost like a flower, with a body of
scarlet and ebony wings.
Although it seems lifeless and bare, the

desert itself has its offspring. Snakes,
some big and harmless, and colorless,. some
small. gayly striped and deadly; scorpionsand lizards of every size and hue up tothe great iguano, a hideous creature often
a yard long, that darts -across one's path
with tail extended and head erect like ashadow of evil. Sometimes we ride past a
small white owl blinking helplessly in theglaring sunlight, and little birds hardly dis-
tinguishable from the sand itself seem tofind some means of living in the wide
waste.
But the strangest thing of all is then!ght-bird (although one often sees themin the daytime, too), calledby an Indian

name which in English you might pro-
nounce wara-kay-kay. It is like a largesnipe, with a dust-colored body, long neck,
and tufted head, with great sad-looking
eyes like yellow topaz. It takes its name
from its cry, which, though soft and sweet,is very piercing. One wakes at night some-
times as he lies out under the stars and
hrars it, and turns over and sleeps againfeeling less lonely. The bird is easilytamed, and there seems to be some super-
stition attached to it, for the people keep
one or two of them in their houses. and
put bells around their necks and wrap red
flannel on their long thin legs. They do
not seem to know themselves why they
keep them. To me they seem like the per-
sonification of the night wind, always seek-
ing. seeking, seeking, with a mournful,
lonely wail.
On the edge of the sea, both air and

water teem with life. There are dolphins
roiling in the breakers, or leaping up into
the sunlight; sharks that speed across the
bay like a whirlwind; devilfish and mon-
sters with long waving arms that thrash
the water like a flail; sea lions and wal-
roses that come up with a snort just by the
boat rail, and huge turtles that sleep on
the waves.
In the air there are enormous pelicans

and swift-flying divers, and stately frigate
birds; gulls of every size andi hue, and long-
legged, long-billed shore birds that hunt in
the fringe oif foam where swarms of bright
red crabs run along in troops like regi-
mients of English cavalry, and on the rocks
at low water the starfish cluster in motley
constellations. Yes, everywhere above, be-
low, and alt about life, life, mysterious and
fleeting.

Eveninsg Shirt. for Men.
From the Haberdasher.
In evening shirts more attention is being

bestowed on the fit of the bosom than ever
before. The bulging bosom must be driven
out. A gentleman in evening dress must
have a perfect-fitting shirt. To secure the
proper set the body of the shirt must be
cut to conform to the shape of the wearer.
The straight-cut bags are sure to give a
bad set to the bosom. The bosom must be
as wide as the chest will permit, and should
gradually taper toward the waist line. The
best model is the coat shirt. The cuffs
should be of moderate width, and have
the points slightly rounded. The stitching
should be about one-eighth of an inch from
the edge. The most popular form this sea-
son reveals two small mother-of-pearl but-
tons in the bosom. There are really three
buttons, but one is hidden by the waist-
coat. The collar should be just as high
as comfort will admit of, and should lap
over slightly at the bass, and should have
a very moderate spacing at the points. The
points should be bent very slightly. The ties
are of white !awn, neat-checkered lawn,brilliantine or fipe dimity. The ends should
be about two inches wide and preferably
pointed. Tie the tie snugly, spreading the
ends and loops out and pinching the center
closely. These' are mere details, of ourse,
but it would be well td remember that the
very success of the evening outfit depends

ABOUT NUTMEG GROWING

Picturesque Occupation of the Natives of the
Banda Islands,

Natives Make Merry Over Their Work

-Seeial Features of the

Pleking.

Fmm the New Terk Ikening Post.
The story of the nutmeg trade and the

history of the Banda Islands-a history
eventful out of all proportion to the size
of the territory involved-are essentially
one. Although nutmegs were first brought
to Europe before the year 100n. they re-
mained for hundreds of years a costly lux-
ury, on account of the expense Involved in
transporting them from the Moluccas to
Aden. thence across the desert and down
the Nile, before finally shipping them to a
European port. When. in the sixteenth
century, direct trade was opened with the
far east, the Banda Islands, a little cluster
of half-submerged volcanic peaks. became
with the rest of the Molucca or Spice is-
lands a bone of contention between the
Spaniards and the Portuguese. The Por-
tuguese got them, only to lose them In the
next century to the Dutch, to whom. bar-
ring several temporary occupations by the
British, the group has since t,"longed
With It there passed Into the hands of the
Dutch the control of its chief product, th,
fruit of the nutmeg tree-the tree tha'
bears gold."
For 2k years the Dutch East India Com

pany was permitted by the government t,
maintain a tyrannous monopoly in the nut
meg trade, to preserve which the agentfof the company systernatleally extermi
nated nuttreg trees growing ia any othe-islands of the Moluccan archipelago. This
practice was abolished in 1S42. but not un-
til 1873 did the last planters, encouraged a:
last by the support of the Dutch government, free themselves from the control w,
the company whose shortsighted commer
cial policy had almost ruined the nutme
trade and whose misrule had desolated th-Banda Islands.
In spite of competition that has sine

sprung up, the Banda product still lead:the market, constituting nearly two-fifth,
of the world's crop, and being of the finest
grade. Elsewhere in the East Indes, an,in the vicinity of Singapore, considerabl
crops of nutmegs have recently been mar
keted. The West Indies yield a sma:
crop, but attempts to Introduce the nut
meg tree into South America, Mexico, Zan!-
zibar and other places have failed.
The fruit of the nutmeg tree Is pear-shaped. It consists of four parts, a flesh,

outer part, a red network within this
known to commerce as mace, the shel
covered by the mace, and the kernel. oi
nutmeg proper.
The nutmeg groves, called "nutmeg gar

dens," are singularly beautiful. The nu:
meg trees blossom and bear fruit corttnuously, so that the harvest season last
the year round. Their straight, tall- trunk
are covered with glossy, dark foliage, aml
which hangs the yellow frult,showing wher
it has burst from ripeness, the rich red -,
the mace within. Above these orchard
huge canary trees weave their branch.
into a canopy, from which come the coo
ing of nut pigeons, the cry of parrots, antile song of the Indian nightingale.
The fruit is treated with great care. I

must bc gathered within twenty-four hour
after it opens, to prevent its falling to th-
ground, which injures the mace and ma-
lead to the nutmeg's becoming wormy
When the day's harvest has been gather.
it is sorted to separate the ripe fruit fror
the unripe. The ripe fruit is then spre
on a flooring of hamboo in the dryn
house, where a fire smolders constantlyAft-r about six weeks of drying. a proc.that must be very carefully conducted to in
sure good results, the nuts are again sor
and are then coated with lime. to prevon
them from becoming worm-eaten. The dr,
process of liming consists in shaking then
with lime in barrels. or by rubbing .hn
with lime powd'r between the hands. 1i
the wet process they are thrown into fresh
slakel lime, and then spread out to diry.The mace )wes its market value In
great degree to its appearance. Drying robs
it of its scarlet hue. but every effort i
made te have it retain a bright oranocolor. After being loosened from the nu
it is spread out on wickerwork or mattiarand left over nirht. It reguires. insfin.
weather, only a few days of drying. Dur-
Ing the drying process it is trodden flat
to keep it from breaking when pack'l.The nutmeg grovels the social m'etint
nace' as well as the work-field of the plan-tation laborers. From 5 o'clock in ih
morning until 3 in the afternoon, wi
picking gives place to sortinZ. the woo.
echoes with merry voices. While be ni
are being skillfully knocked off with gaa!-gtats. as the long-pronged sticks u'1 1ii
this purpose are called. the young ntn angirls arrange matters that have nothing 1<
do with the nutmeg market. Notice of thoverseer's approach is given to these love-
making couples by their friends. who imn-
tate the nut pigeon's call as a signal. Th.
overseer, however, is not likely to distrfbthem, for he knows that a feature of ianda
courtship is the assistance given by the
youth to his sweetheart in tilling her has-kets. that she may obtain the uremium or-fered for extra measure. Only when theassiduous lovers are discovered "poac'h'ng'on one estate to fill the baskets of girl.employed on another does the overseer It-terfere.
The native dwellings are simple aaff:rsof bamboo, but a manager has a comfort-able brick house. necessarily of one srcryonly because of the danger from earth-quakes. A steep roof seemingly qunite ou!o' proportion to the height of the hountieitself overhangs it so far as to form agallery or veranda across the front. Backof this is an inner gallery or hall, out otwhich open all the other rooms.

WINTER MILLINERY STYLES.
A St amary of the Latest Ideas Now

on Exhibition.
From the Millinery Trade Revk w.

Aigrettes of different calors. are begin-
ning to put in an appearance, and paradise
tails are more frequently to be seen than
last month. At the same time, there has
been a complete renewal of the stocks of
fancy feathers, The latest novelties In
couteaux are extremely wide. some being
also very long and curved almost into a
circle, and others short, frequently mount-
ed In pairs; the latter, to make them suf-
ficiently wide, are frequently composed
of two feathers gummed together, Those
which are shot in two colors are in
special request, Then there are many
novelties in paillettes, the bare covered
with smart plumage, and the extremi-
ty with half a dozen small couteaux, in
which differern sorts of natural colored
feathers, those of the pheasant, partridge,
gray secretary bird. lopirophore, and pea-
cock, are arranged In va ous combina~tions.Besides these long pailtettes, there areshort, squat ones, more commonly called"ears," covered with breast plumage only-their form is not elegant, but their colors
are often very effective, and as they are
good wearing trnmmings, they are chterty
used to deck every day hats .and toques.Toques entirely made of feathers are to thefore once more, They are generally made
of lophophore or secretary, but also oftenof brown plumage. In many cases theironly trimming Is the head of the bird. justraised above the foundation of plumage.However, variety Is obtaIned by the use of"ears" in plumage of a contrasting tint,and sometimes sa many as four or five ofthese are inserted here and there, but al-
ways slanting back from the front. Someuse is also made for simple millinery ofwhat it is decided to call "felt ribbons"but what is really only Wide Strips of feltwith raw edges, supple enough to be tIedinto any kind of bow, through whIch acouteau is generally stuck.
Medium-sized hats, with the brim plaitedagainst the crown, over the left brow, have

often a large bow of felt ribbon to fix it inposition, and this, wIth a bandsome cou-teau, composes a very smart morning hat.usually chosen in some shade of brown orbeige, Ribbons proper are also looking upa little, one style of ribbon in particular'with a white corded edge, and, for the restin showy taffetas of any of the fashionablecolors, These ribbons are generally usedto make big bunches of loops, as many as
a doxen, or a dozen and a half, beinggrouped together. Three-inch widths aremost in demand. I fancy there is a chancefor wide, flowered and brocaded ribbonsnext spring; tIme will show whether I amcorrect In my surmIse.

Te Care a Cold in One Day'rake Laxative 3Smeno Quiie Tablets. all

=Imnrfonth maae setnna. -.. 3.

and $!5.
e show an i0mense line o

Men's Suits and Overcoats at these
prices.
Garments that have grace and

style about them-and hint of costinghalf as much again.
All from our own factorv-the

reason the- are so far ahead of anv-

thing others show at the ane prices.
The suits are cheviots. ( )xfords,

cassimeres and worsteds-the over-
coats are kersevs, nieltons, coverts,
Oxfords and herringhones.
The enormous selling of the past

week has not weakened our variety
-we looked forward to a big blsk.
ness and provided accordingly.

"CHRISTMAS
PHOTOGRAPHS "

ARTISTIC POSIN(u with my IMPOaTED
MOUNTING&.

SpeeIal rates to school.

W. [. STALEE, . a
4.2-16d

3uy the Dear Ones

Dll Trunks.
- Trnk for Xmas will Make yogylittle girl happy. We make Trunks a

-- e nave an lmmense line 39c- of Dol Trunks.. ............. e.Up.

SEWARD & LO., 736 7th St.
oc28-3m.20

Jireat Reduction
in Hair Goods.

Switches. 5-formerly $5.00Switche---.--....A formerly 'stooGray sitc$hes... .3.a-r-rmerly $5.)
Gray Switches.....4.5tl- formerly $6.50First-lam. attendants it Italedressing. 2hampno.ng, etc. Hair Dyeuing and Hlthi g a apeciaity.peial Hai Regenerator for restorluig gray hair.

S. HELLER'S,
720 Seventh St. N.W.

j&27-20.

Dr. Franck's
Grains of Health
HESE LITTLE PILLS WILL QUICKLY CURa

.onstipation. Congestion,
Headache.

E. FOr'F'RA & CO.. New York; -ery, Paris.
de-t-m.ly-14

omfort and Beauty
cemteined by the us of Georges'
Bumetn and C'rn Shieldl. wbieb hid

deforfitie.f thie feet and giveeeratistig comfort. Try them and
"tweinled. 'rus rem-e.d. 2Z.

r-f. J. J. GEOREFS & "A)N. Foot spi-alists
15 Pat. tile. & to 6 p.m. Sundays. D to L2.

)og Muzzlos, John B.

9 Pa.
30c. and 35c., Ave.
de23'-12d

Smyrna 7
Rugs, *Q

* A rare Riug offer! The regulabr $4 510
ansd $5 Snt.., llag.. site :1 tly 6 f-ct.

* have been rt duced to $2.75. Ex1ra 1,way
* -end in he puttiat iatterns. After
* noting the quality y- will appreeiate

the fact thatthey-re'argusnle uu ~gI~On 1214 F St.
d.23-20d

Carpet Felt.
We've sold thousands of (nts

Yards of Carpet LUning Felt-
but theres plenty more-hiest
to put onder carpets--3, 5 anld
Se. yd. 'hne -m. 3 a yd.

J. T. WALKER SONS. 204 loth t.d22-12d Branch at "0 M.J.ave.

Woudetw togJ. Jay Gould, ' -
IChristmas! Tre)rrMOts. Fancy Paper. Toy. Scrap Pictures, &e.

-e2-2m.4

E'S EltZFY UAKES
011POL'ND PFOPLE

w E L L.
eele-if

A Devil-PoNMefsed Land.
From Colier's Weekly.
What an unmodern sound Is that of "a

levil-possessed land!" Still. Capt. Welbey,
who has been, wandering in the interior ofAfric'a. declares that he. found one thre.
Et is called Walamo, and is beleved to be
launted by evil spirits. Capt. Welbey was
earned by his escort before he passed its
imits that he would become the 1.rey of
lemons. He found it a most winsome
'untry. full of luxuriant vegetation and
3icturesque stream.. The first omen of

langer perceived by Capt. Weibey was thls
sudden madness of one of his moen. This.'nfortunate ruashed into camp a raving

maniac. Other canes of an equally terribletnd dangerous sort soon followed. The

4.fricans who formed Capt. Welbey's en-

yort assured him that devils took hold ofp.11 who were watched by the Walamo

In-iabitants while they ate. He himself,skeptical regarding these amazing state-
nents, partook of a meal before many Wal--timoans, who observed him all the while.

ie declares, with great fisity. Afterward.
o his own astonishment, he began to feel
txceedingly il. He doe. not admit, how-

tver, that he went mad, and, as numerou.
xplorations were subsequently made by
tim, he probably did not. A sensible so-
ution of the whole strange problem is
loubtless to be found in some malarial or
Itherwise poisonous condition of the land.
Mosts of horrors have thus far dogged the
rend of British expansion in Afrios. but
lone, perhaps, has been fraught with -snutch impiah myatery as this.

Taking Dews a Eighty Semter-.
From the Detreit Free Pres.
He had come into the ofiic to secure a

rame license. Before making appilcation

se did considerable blowing about what

uck he had always had and iyow much
greater it was to be this so=ao. Bniety.
me made the clerk tired.

He was asked the usual questions wham

ie applied for tis license.

"What', ycur namer"
"How old are you?"
"What's your mether. salden sanne?"
"What's )our father's rLamar'
"Where do you liver'
"Say, look here," said the hunter bold.
'what's all this nonsense for, anyway?Whbat difference does It msake where I live
iad alt that?"'

"Just to assist the comnner In disgg

if the remains whem yeu are returne."

'eplied the clerk without looMing up.
And three or four In the roomn. with geeat

Inkindness. laughed harshly.

If you rant werk reqd the want oplum
t Thertat.


